Yom Kippur 2007 

To my extended Agudas family,

Gathering together to hear Kol Nidre and to ponder over the year that was, and anticipate the year to come is an act shared by Jews across the globe, in Israel, the United States and even in the furthest reaches of the Diaspora.  This shared act helps define and unify us as a people.  In fact Kol Nidre was one of the prayers said for generations by the Marranos after their forced conversion
This gathering and introspection extends back across generations for over 2,000 years, and connects us to our history.  This link between past and present is one of the defining characteristics of the Agudas family.  Our shul now celebrating its 120th anniversary is living proof of this vibrant link in Judaism between past, present and future.  

There is something very special about being part of a community where Holocaust survivors tolerate and even enjoy being pestered by toddlers; this mixing of young and old, eastern European foods &  traditions with more modern ones (Ice cream beside herring?!) is one of the factors that attracted me and my family to Agudas.  This together with the warmth of the members, and the fact that everyone sings out of tune (making me feel right at home!)

For those of you coming to synaguoge only a few times a year you have no idea how much you are missing!  I liken the situation to someone who has a three week time sharing slot but only uses 2 days of it or joins an expensive golf club but only plays a couple of times a year.  In addition to the holiday and yizkor services your “membership” includes:

· a weekday minian and spirited Sabbath services

· fascinating sermons and classes by our Rabbi, 
· educational and fun Sunday school and children’s services, 
· mouth watering monthly Friday night dinners, and

· weekly Sunday breakfasts. 

· insightful movie and book discussions (Living Room Limud), 

· an invited speakers series,  

 These are exciting times at Agudas and I together with the other members of the board and heads of committees are thrilled to be part of the latest link in this long standing Connecticut Jewish community.  
Yes this is an appeal speech and I will be asking you for money, however there are a range of methods for supporting the Agudas community.  These include simply participating in our services and programs, volunteering time, energy and ideas and if possible providing financial support.

While the list is long, some current opportunities include:

· Coming to the daily services, supporting our members saying kaddish

· Reaching out to visitors and new members

· Helping with the Friday evening dinners, Saturday kiddush and Sunday breakfasts
· Suggesting speakers, topics and jokes!  As an aside, no I do not play golf and I don’t know the source for the vicious anti-president joke in the newsletter!
· Reading torah (we will help!)

· Going to http://www.goodsearch.com and selecting Agudas as your charity

· While any amount helps there are also specific projects that need support:

· Sponsoring all/part of the purchase of more comfortable chairs for our social hall - $4,000

· Sponsoring all/part of the new children's upstairs services/program room - $4,000

· Sponsoring all/part of the renovations for the chapel - $15,000

All manners of support are equally welcome and needed! Toda! Thank you!

I you and your family a gmar hatima tova, may you and your loved ones be inscribed in the book of life
Etan
